CHESTER, ILLINOIS

September 8, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Nick Bert

Alderman Alex Moore
Alderman Trenton Wagner

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman James Maes

Absent:
Alderman Danny Valleroy

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Dudenbostel, Maes, Moore, Buckham, Berry, Wagner.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Superintendent Reports

· Tax Revenue Report provided by City Clerk Berner
· Letter from Crystal Niemeyer about 1110 George Street
· Rehabilitation Plan from Don Martin for 309 William Drive

· Beautification/Tourism Commission meeting minutes dated July16, 2026

VI. REPORTS
City Clerk:
The city clerk presented three applications for raffle licenses for the Rebecca Young Memorial Scholarship Fund, Chester Chamber of Commerce and the Rotary Club of Chester.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Berry, Wagner, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried. 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Maes, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Ordinance, Marketing & Revitalization of Property Committee (Chairman Maes):

Chairman Maes advised the Marketing & Revitalization Committee held their first meeting on August 12th.  The committee held discussions on public relations, social media and business development.  

Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Bert):

Chairman Bert thanked the Chester Fire Department for hosting the End of Summer Splash Event.
Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee (Chairman Moore):

Chairman Moore advised the Beautification/Tourism Commission’s Rural Family Farm Day will be held on September 12th.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Fire Department (Chief Bert):

Chief Bert advised the department responded to twelve calls for service in August.  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Riverview Blvd. Reconstruction Project:

City Engineer Harold Sheffer presented a bid of $1,830,276.67 from Red Dot Construction & Equipment Rentals for the “Riverview Blvd Reconstruction” project.  Alderman Berry’s motion was seconded by Alderman Dudenbostel.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Maes, Berry, Wagner, Moore, Bert, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Riverview Blvd. Reconstruction Project – Change Order #1:
The contractor and engineers propose eliminating the steel pipes on piers which were to be utilized to convey storm water off each side of the hill.  Instead of the steel pipe, Red Dot Construction will be using fused joint HDPE piping installed on the ground.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve Change #1 reducing the cost by $413,291.00 for the Riverview Blvd. Reconstruction Project.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Berry, Maes Wagner, Moore, Bert, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
IDOT Resolution – Riverview Blvd. Reconstruction Project:
Alderman Maes moved to approve an IDOT Resolution appropriating $1,500,000.00 of Motor Fuel Tax Fund for the Riverview Blvd. Reconstruction Project.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Berry, Wagner, Moore, Bert, Buckham, Maes.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Natural Gas Futures:
Alderman Maes moved to approve the recommendation from Utility Gas Management to lock in 100% of November – March PEFA Discount volumes at $3.921/dth for Market Zone and $3.826/dth for Field Zone supply.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Maes, Berry, Wagner, Moore, Bert, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
IDOT Resolution – Water Street Closure:
Alderman Berry moved to approve the closure of Water Street on September 28th from 6 am – 12 pm for the Chester Bridge Demolition.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Maes, Wagner, Moore, Bert, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Employee – Insurance Renewals:
Council members were informed by the city clerk that Aetna proposed a 9.89% increase for renewal of employee health insurance – Employee $459.97/month; Employee plus spouse, $1,547.34; Employee plus child(ren), $1,453.99; and Family, $2,396.24.  Mutual of Omaha proposed a slight increase for dental coverage – Employee $34.24/month; Employee plus spouse, $65.16; Employee plus child(ren), $85.81; and Family, $116.84.  Mutual of Omaha has locked in rates for vision and life insurance coverage.  Alderman Dudenbostel’s motion was seconded by Alderman Wagner.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Moore, Bert, Buckham, Berry, Maes.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Police Pension Levy:
City Clerk Berner presented a recommendation from city auditors to levy $212,412.00 for the Police Pension Fund.  Alderman Wagner’s motion was seconded by Alderman Bert.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Moore, Bert, Buckham, Berry, Maes.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
WRF Engineers – Library HVAC:
Alderman Maes moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve WRF Engineer’s proposal for mechanical and electrical consulting services for a Chester Public Library’s HVAC Renovations – 4 Pipe System Design not to exceed $61,720.00.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Moore, Bert, Buckham, Berry, Maes.  Nays: Alderman Wagner.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:23 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Maes, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Berry, Bert, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
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