CHESTER, ILLINOIS

July 20, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, July 20, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street, Chester IL 62233.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Nick Bert


Alderman Danny Valleroy
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Alex Moore

Alderman Trenton Wagner
Alderman James Maes
Absent:
None
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Buckham, Berry, Maes, Moore, Wagner, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated 06/11/2026
· June Tax Revenue Report provided by City Clerk Berner
· Letter of Resignation from Police Pension Board Member Donna Clendenin
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer advised the opening ceremony of the Don Welge Memorial Bridge and the Race across the River were well attended.  
City Attorney:

City Attorney Jason Coffey advised a demolition lien has been filed for 211 E. Holmes.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 4:30 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Ordinance, Marketing & Revitalization of Property Committee (Chairman Maes):

Chairman Maes advised the first Marketing & Revitalization Committee meeting will be August 12th.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE #1878 – ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE:
A hearing was held at 5:30 p.m. prior to the council meeting this evening in regard to the proposed Appropriation Ordinance.  Alderman Wagner moved to pass the Appropriation Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2027.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Maes, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1879 – AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING GIFT OF REAL ESTATE LOCATED ALONG THE BRIDGE BYPASS RD. CHESTER, ILLINOIS:

After a brief explanation from City Attorney Coffey, Alderman Dudenbostel moved to accept the gift of real estate subject to the life estate of Donald J. Kennedy, Jr.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1880 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AMENDING SECTION 28-1-3 AND 28-1-4 OF ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER 28:
Alderman Bert moved to amend the Ordinance relating to the Park & Recreation Board.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Maes, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Executive Session – Minutes:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to determine that minutes of previous Executive Sessions are still confidential and should not be made available to the public.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Maes, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Executive Session – Verbatim Records:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to destroy all verbatim records of Executive Sessions.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Maes, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1881 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, CREATING SECTION 25-2-2 OF ARTICLE 2 OF CHAPTER 25:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to add an Ordinance regulating to habitual high weeds and grasses nuisances.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Moore, Berry, Maes, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Street Department – Bobcat and Stump Grinder:

Alderman Berry moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the bid from Bobcat of St. Louis for a Bobcat Compact Loader and Stump Grinder for $92,188.71.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Maes, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:20 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Berry, Valleroy, Maes, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
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JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
