CHESTER, ILLINOIS

July 6, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, July 6, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Nick Bert

Alderman James Maes
Alderman Trenton Wagner

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Danny Valleroy

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Absent:
Alderman Alex Moore
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Berry, Wagner, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Superintendent Reports

· Tax Revenue report provided by City Clerk Berner
· Letter of Resignation from Donna Clendenin from the Police Pension Fund
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer reported on the 4th of July Celebration on Kaskaskia Island.  
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented four applications for raffle licenses for the Knights of Columbus (3) and Chester High School Class of 1991 (1).  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Berry, Wagner, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried. 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit, and to include payment to Bert’s Auto Service in the amount of $475.38 (fiscal year total, $925.65).  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Bert):
Chairman Bert advised the “Summer Splash” event will be Saturday, July 11thfrom 2p.m.-6 p.m.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

Chief Helmers advised the Chester Police Department responded to 433 calls for service in June (2,368 calls in 2026).  
Fire Department (Chief Bert):
Chief Bert reported that the fire department responded to nine calls for service (49 for the year).  Chief Bert thanked all the departments and volunteers that assisted with the recent extrication call.  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
Swanwick Street:
Mayor Eggemeyer advised the city received a bid of $28,640.00 from Kaskaskia Engineering Group LLC for a traffic study at the intersections of Swanwick Street/German Street and Swanwick Street/Knapp Street.  This item was not budgeted for Fiscal Year 2027.  Alderman Wagner voiced his opposition to the placement of stop signs on Swanwick Street without a traffic study.  Mayor Eggemeyer stated a cross walk with solar powered signs will be installed at the corner of Swanwick Street/German Street.  The council briefly discussed the installation of temporary speed bumps to reduce speed on Swanwick Street.  
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Park & Recreation Board:
Alderman Bert moved to approve Gina Scott and Anne Weaver as new members of the Park & Recreation Board.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
Old Water Plant – Level II Historic Buildings Survey:
Alderman Maes moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the bid of $28,187.58 from American Resources Group Ltd. for a Level II Historic Illinois Buildings Survey.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: Alderman Berry.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
Water Department – Chlorine Building:
Alderman Maes moved to approve a quote from C and C Pumps & Supply, Inc. for a pressure reducing valve for $5,380.00 for the water plant chlorine building.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
Memorandum of Understanding – Randolph County Health Department:
Alderman Valleroy moved to approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Randolph County Health Department for the distributions of prophylaxis or vaccinations in the event of a public health emergency.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
Revisions to Ordinances Chapter 28 relating to Parks:
Mayor Eggemeyer stated the amendments will revise the structure of the Park & Recreation Board.  Alderman Wagner moved to authorize the City Attorney to prepare an Ordinance revising the Park & Recreation Board.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:23 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Berry, Bert, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
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