CHESTER, ILLINOIS

May 18, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, May 18, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street, Chester IL 62233.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Nick Bert


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Alex Moore

Alderman Trenton Wagner

Absent:
Alderman Danny Valleroy
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Buckham, Berry, Moore, Wagner, Bert, Maes.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated 04/16/2026
· Chamber of Commerce Lunch Program on May 19th at noon
· Chamber of Commerce Awards Night on June 5th at 5 p.m.

· Letter of Resignation from Zoning Board Member Darrell Crum
· 2026 Safe Routes to School Projects selections

· Monroe Randolph Transit District’s $1.00 ride schedule
VI. REPORTS
City Treasurer:

City Treasurer Dan Colvis advised a brokered CD was purchased from Wells Fargo for two years at 4%.
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle licenses for Alva Courier Post 487 – American Legion.  Alderman Maes moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
City Attorney:

City Attorney Coffey stated the city can start demolition at 211 E. Holmes.  Secondly, the property at 1110 George Street has been torn down by the owner.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):
Chairman Berry noted the City of Chester has received $250,000.00 from the 2026 IDOT Safe Routes to Schools Grant Program.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

EMA Coordinator:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to appoint Charles Bargman II as EMA Coordinator effective June 1, 2026.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Assistant EMA Coordinator:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to appoint Jerre Atchison as Assistant EMA Coordinator effective June 1, 2026.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Memorandum of Understanding:
Alderman Maes moved to approve a memorandum of understanding between Perry County Sheriff’s Office and the Chester Police Department.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Sewer Department – Bridge Repair:

Alderman Berry moved to approve a quote from Parkson for galvanized drop pipe with lift cables, gaskets and hardware for the bridges at the sewer plant for $21,520.00.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Sewer Department – Generator Repair:
Alderman Berry moved to approve the purchase of an oil pump, new filters and O-rings for a generator at the sewer plant for $15,798.47.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE # 1872 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AMENDING SECTION 40-9-1.1 OF ARTICLE 9 OF CHAPTER 40:

Alderman Bert moved to amend the proposed Ordinance by stating Zoning Board members must reside within the 62233-zip code.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE # 1873 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, ESTABLISHING SECTION 40-9-7 OF ARTICLE 9 OF CHAPTER 40:

Alderman Maes moved to establish a fee of $50.00 plus all fees incurred by the Zoning Board Hearing, including a Court Reporter and copy of the Reporter’s transcripts of proceedings.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Maes, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Resolution – Employee Pay Policy:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the Resolution presented amending the pay policy for city employees.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Maes.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Salaries – City Employees:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve salaries as set forth in the FY2027 list received by council members as follows: Dani Valleroy, $54,796.00 – Aaron Gibbs, $46,577.00 – Matthew McDonough, $43,775.00 – Todd Yankey, $51,886.00 – Griffith Berry, $41,200.00  – Scott Maes, $51,886.00 – Charlie Bargman, $52,613.00 – Dean Renner, $62,659.00 – Doug McDonald, $54,796.00 – Bill Brown, $53,514.00 – Eric Armstrong, $43,775.00  – Brandon Belton, $46,577.00 – Trey Lazenby, $43,775.00 – Jennifer Bert, $38,625.00 – Jason Lochhead, $45,088.00 – Ryan Springston, $43,775.00 – Kendra Helmers, $43,775.00 – Tom Stewart, $46,577.00  – Melissa Cushman, $54,796.00 – William Keeton, $41,200.00.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1874 – AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF VARIOUS APPOINTED MUNICIPAL OFFICERS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER:

Mayor Eggemeyer presented the proposed salary increases for the appointed positions.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve salaries as set forth in the FY2027 list received as follows: Sewer Superintendent, $71,234.00 – Water Plant Superintendent, $71,234.00 – Maintenance Superintendent, $65,754.00 – Water Distribution Superintendent, $68,959.00 – Gas Superintendent, $68,959.00 – Cemetery Sexton, $61,800.00 – Chief of Police, $93,564.00 – Sewer Distribution Superintendent, $66,950.00 – EMA Director, $5,000.00 – Assistant EMA Director, $1,200.00 – Fire Chief, $4,800.00 – Assistant Fire Chief, $3,300.00 – Recreation Director, $46,577.00 – Animal Control Officer, $10,000.00 – Code Enforcement, $10,000.00 – Park Superintendent – Cole Park, $63,654.00 – Park Superintendent – Cohen Complex, $65,754.00 – Zoning Administrator, $10,000.00 – Project Manager, $57,298.00.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Adult Workers:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve $1/hour increase for adult workers.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Alderman Maes abstained.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:23 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Berry, Maes, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
