CHESTER, ILLINOIS

April 6, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, April 6, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Alex Moore


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Trenton Wagner

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Danny Valleroy
Absent:
None
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Berry, Wagner, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Superintendent Reports

· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated February 19, 2026
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer advised a monthly bridge meeting to discuss the opening of the new bridge.  The official date for the bridge opening will be set in May.  
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle license for the Chester Eagles Aerie 3252 Auxiliary.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Moore, Valleroy, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
After a brief explanation from City Attorney Coffey, Alderman Wagner moved to table the applications for general business license for William Smith and Chester Pool and Spa LLC.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Moore, Valleroy, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
City Attorney:

City Attorney Jason Coffey reported he received a judicial deed for the property at 1309 Brenda Street.  Secondly, the property owners at 745 Valley Street have submitted a proposal to demolish the house located at 745 Valley Street.  Lastly, an application for demolition will be filed for 1110 George Street.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Ordinance, Marketing & Revitalization of Property Committee (Chairman Maes):

Mayor Eggemeyer advised the Marketing & Revitalization Committee will hold their first meeting on April 8th.  
Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):
Chairman Berry reminded citizens that yard debris should not be blown into city streets.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

Chief Helmers advised the Chester Police Department responded to 402 calls for service in March (1,097 year to date).
Fire Department (Chief Bert):
Chief Bert reported that the fire department responded to nine calls for service (23 for the year).  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Route 150 Water Main Replacement Project – Cultural Resources Survey & Assessment:
City Engineer Harold Sheffer presented a quote from American Resources Group Ltd. for a Phase 1 survey and assessment of approximately 5,220 linear feet of proposed watermain replacement (along both sides of Route 150) in accordance with Osage Nation survey.  This is a requirement to obtain an IEPA loan.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the quote from American Resources Group Ltd. not to exceed $5,465.00.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
WWTP and Collection System Improvements – Cultural Resources Survey & Assessment:

City Engineer Harold Sheffer presented a quote from American Resources Group Ltd. for a Phase 1 survey and assessment of new construction areas for Lift Station 2,3 and 6 in accordance with Osage Nation survey.  This is a requirement to obtain an IEPA loan.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the quote from American Resources Group Ltd. not to exceed $5,234.00.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Cohen Complex – Tennis Courts:

Superintendent Billy Belton presented a quote from General Acrylics for reconfiguration of the two existing courts into one tennis court and four pickleball courts with installation of new fencing for $43,835.00.  Alderman Bert moved to waive formal bidding and ratify for the action of the city council to approve the bid from General Acrylics for $43,835.00.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Egyptian Sealcoating – Fire Department:
Alderman Maes moved to approve the proposal from Egyptian Sealcoating for the sealing of the parking lot at the fire house for $1,458.10.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Fire Department – Radios:
Alderman Maes moved to approve the proposal from Warner Communications for eight replacement radios for $4,001.60.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Resolution – Carbon Feed Project:
Alderman Valleroy moved to pass a Resolution authorizing the mayor to sign loan documents for the Water Plant - Carbon Feed Project.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
2026 Motor Fuel Tax – Material Bids
Alderman Maes moved to award the following bids: Roger’s Redi-Mix, Inc. –Concrete, Illini Asphalt Corporation – Liquid Asphalt, Metal Culverts, Inc. – culverts and Gunther Salt, LLC – deicer salt.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Rural Family Farm Day:

Alderman Moore moved to approve the Chester Rural Family Farm Day event pending insurance approval on September 12, 2026.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Beautification/Tourism Commission – You Tube Account:
Alderman Moore moved to allow the Beautification/Tourism Commission to create a “You Tube” channel for the walking trails.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Summer Student Workers:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to hire Landen Conder, Trevin Eggemeyer, Zane Eggemeyer, Brayden Juenger, Anthony Keeton, Kendall Kreig, Treyton McCartney, Aiden Menefee, Jaden Ramirez and Bently Valleroy as summer student workers.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Aldermen Berry and Valleroy abstained.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:23 p.m., Alderman Dudenbostel moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Moore, Buckham, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
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JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR
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BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
