CHESTER, ILLINOIS

March 16, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, March 16, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street, Chester IL 62233.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Nick Bert


Alderman Danny Valleroy
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Alex Moore

Alderman Trenton Wagner
Alderman James Maes

Absent:
None
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Buckham, Berry, Moore, Maes, Wagner, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Park & Recreation Committee minutes dated February 10, 2026
· Tax Revenue Report provided by City Clerk Berner
VI. REPORTS
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented applications for raffle license for the Chester Chamber of Duck’s Unlimited.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Moore, Valleroy, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Gas, Water & Sewer Committee (Chairman Valleroy):
Alderman Valleroy presented a sewer bill ($35.84) of Bobby Bowman, 1410 Opdyke Street, for adjustment due to a water leak that did not infiltrate the sewer system.  Alderman Valleroy’s motion was seconded by Alderman Moore.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Alderman Valleroy presented a sewer bill ($245.48) of Maria Del Carmen, 423 W. German Apt. A, for adjustment due to a water leak that did not infiltrate the sewer system.  Alderman Valleroy’s motion was seconded by Alderman Dudenbostel.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Bert):

Chairman Bert advised there are several vacancies on the Park & Recreation Board.  Please contact Alderman Bert if you are interested in volunteering on the Park & Recreation Board.  Lastly, the Spring Fling will be March 28th at Cole Memorial Park.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
Medstar Employee Cole Elder recognized Sergeant Jany, Officer Laramore, Officer Hammel and Officer Louveau for assistance with cardiac arrest patients while Medstar was enroute.  These officers performed CPR on the patients and were able to regain a heartbeat.  Each officer was presented with a Clinical Save Award.  
Brenda Owen provided a brief update on the following items the Beautification/Tourism Commission is working on.  

The new penny press machine was delivered to Spinach Can Collectables.  Spinach Can Collectables Owner Debbie Brooks is providing $0.51 to each customer who spends $10 in her store, so they are able to make a pressed penny.  

Secondly, garden flags now mark the graves of Elzie Segar, Dora Paskel and Wm. Schuchert.  
The Beautification/Tourism Commission has been researching installing fencing to the right of the Fairground Place Mural.  The fencing project is too costly for the Commission with its current budget.  The Commission is asking for guidance from the city council whether to continue researching this project.

The Commission is working on four walking trails through Chester.  The Commission would like to create a YouTube video with narration that could be listened to as an individual walks the trail.  The narration will tell stories about various historical homes and places in Chester.  
The Beautification/Tourism Commission is planning a “Family Farm Day” on September 12th.  The Commission is hoping to have four to six participating farms offering a variety of activities, education, animals and refreshments.  The Commission has several sponsors for the upcoming event.  The commission is requesting approval from the city council for the event and advise on a waiver and/or insurance coverage for the event.  

Lastly, the Commission currently receives ½ of the Hotel/Motel Tax collected.  Due to increased costs, the Commission is asking the council to assist with the costs associated with planting and maintaining the planters along with any other large future expenditures.  

X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Dangerous and Unsafe Property – 1110 George Street:
City Attorney Jason Coffey presented a resolution citing the property at 1110 George Street as dangerous and unsafe.  The lien holders will receive a copy of the notice and have fifteen days to respond to the council with a plan of action for the property.  Alderman Maes moved to pass the resolution declaring 1110 George Street as dangerous and unsafe.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Dangerous and Unsafe Property – 745 Valley Street:

City Attorney Jason Coffey presented a resolution citing the property at 745 Valley Street as dangerous and unsafe.  The lien holders will receive a copy of the notice and have fifteen days to respond to the council with a plan of action for the property.  Alderman Maes moved to pass the resolution declaring 745 Valley Street as dangerous and unsafe.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Grade School Water Tower Inspection & Installation of Hydro-Pneumatic Tanks:
Alderman Maes moved to approve a bid from Tomcat Consultants, LLC for rental of a temporary storage capacity with multiple portable hydro-pneumatic tanks not to exceed $16,485.00 and a bid from Mid-South Tank Consultants for washout and inspection of the Grade School Water Tower for $4,750.00.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Lift Station #1 – VFDs:
Alderman Maes moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the purchase of two VFDs from Illinois Electric Works for $27,561.34 (with potential Ameren incentives of approximately 80% of the total project cost).  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1869 – AN ORDINANCE FURTHER AMENDING THE CITY OF CHESTER ORDINANCE NO. 1689 TO ADD TERRITORY TO, DELETE TERRITORY FROM, MODIFY INCENTIVES OF, AND ADD UNITS OF GOVERNMENT TO THE MONROE-RANDOLPH COUNTY ENTERPRISE ZONE:
Alderman Maes moved to approve the Ordinance relating to the Monroe-Randolph County Enterprise Zone.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Intergovernmental Agreement – Monroe-Randolph County Enterprise Zone:
Alderman Valleroy moved to approve the amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Red Bud, the City of Chester, the City of Sparta, the Village of Evansville, the Village of Ruma, the City of Columbia, the City of Waterloo, the Village of Valmeyer, the Village of Hecker, the County of Randolph and the County of Monroe for the Monroe-Randolph County Enterprise Zone.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Library – Employee:

Alderman Berry moved to approve Krista Robinson as a part-time library employee.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Lastly, Alderman Bert advised there have been some recent issues with Code Red and requested a meeting with both EMA Coordinators.  
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:45 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Berry, Valleroy, Buckham, Moore, Wagner, Maes, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
