CHESTER, ILLINOIS

February 2, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, February 2, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Alex Moore


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Trenton Wagner

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Absent:
Alderman Danny Valleroy

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Dudenbostel, Maes, Buckham, Berry, Wagner, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Superintendent Reports

· Proposal for a Driving Range at the Cohen Complex
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer recognized the city employees for their hard work during the recent winter storm.  
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle licenses for the Chester Eagles Aerie 3252 – Auxiliary and Chester Chamber of Commerce.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Moore, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Gas, Water & Sewer Committee (Chairman Valleroy):

Mayor Eggemeyer noted a Gas, Water & Sewer Committee meeting was held to prioritize upcoming projects.  Secondly, Mayor Eggemeyer advised the city will be installing VFDs in Lift Station #1.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

In January, the Chester Police Department responded to 350 calls for service.
Fire Department (Chief Bert):
Chief Bert reported that the fire department responded to eleven calls for service.  Chief Bert thanked the street department for their assistance with the three structure fires.  Lastly, Chief Bert announced that the department won $6,500.00 of equipment from Wildfire Fight LLC.
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
Park and Recreation Board Vice President Greg Davitz advised the Park and Recreation Board has been working hard to develop a plan for the installation of a driving range at the Cohen Complex.  The Park & Recreation Board voted in November to proceed with plans to install a driving range at Breezy Hill.  The board would like to know if the council is in favor of this project and would like to proceed with fundraising for this project.  Mayor Eggemeyer stated the Park & Recreation Board could proceed with plans and fundraising.  The project will not begin until the city’s next fiscal year.  
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE #1864 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve Ordinance #1864 prohibiting the sale, distribution and delivery of any substance containing Kratom.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Buckham, Berry.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1865 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX A BUSINESS LICENSES, PARAGRAPH (C) OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Maes moved to approve Ordinance #1865 amending the fee for a Business License.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Library – Employee:
Alderman Maes moved to approve Yvette Noland as a new part-time employee at the library.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
Auxiliary Firefighter:
After recommendation from Fire Chief Marty Bert, Alderman Berry moved to approve Nick Collins as an auxiliary firefighter.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:16 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Moore, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy.  Motion carried.
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JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR
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BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
