CHESTER, ILLINOIS

January 5, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, January 5, 2026, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Alex Moore


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Danny Valleroy


Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Trenton Wagner
Absent:
None
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Dudenbostel, Maes, Valleroy, Buckham, Berry, Wagner, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Superintendent Reports

· Letter of Resignation from the Park & Recreation Board from John Reith

· Letter of Resignation from the Park & Recreation Board from David Delcau 

VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer reported the abandoned boat on the riverfront has been removed.  
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented two applications for raffle licenses for the Chester Boat Club.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Maes, Moore, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
City Attorney:

City Attorney Jason Coffey advised the city will be awarded the property at 641 State Street (Old Pageant House) on December 12th.  
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Maes, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

In December, the Chester Police Department responded to 465 calls for service (5,042 calls in 2025).  Secondly, the department held the annual “Shop with a Cop” event on December 15th.  The event provided 67 children with Christmas gifts.  Lastly, Chief Helmers reported the following stats for Calendar Year 2025 for the Chester Police Department:
· 730 – 911 Transfers

· 639 – Traffic Stops

· 152 – Traffic Crashes

· 71 – Domestic Disturbances

· 9 – Child Welfare Checks

· 77 – Thefts 

· 21 – Property Damage Complaints

· 108 – Agency Assists

· 6 – Sex Offenses

· 45 – Harassment 

· 566 – Total Arrests

Fire Department (Chief Bert):
Chief Bert reported the fire department responded to six calls for service (119 calls in 2025).  Chief Bert thanked the multiple departments that assisted with the house fire on George Street.
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Beautification/Tourism Commission:
Alderman Moore moved to approve the appointment of Anne Ohlau to the Beautification/Tourism Commission.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Wagner.  Nays: Alderman Buckham.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Resolution – 2026 MFT Maintenance:

Alderman Maes moved to pass a resolution to appropriate $350,000 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for the purpose of maintaining streets and highways under the applicable provisions of the Illinois Highway Code from January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2026.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Wagner, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1859 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 29-1-7 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
After a brief explanation from City Attorney Coffey, Alderman Berry moved to adopt the Ordinance amending the International Building Codes from 2024 to 2018.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Buckham, Berry.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1860 – AN ORDINANCE ABATING THE TAX HERETO LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2025 TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON $3,795,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS (WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM ALTERNATE REVENUE SOURCE), SERIES 2013 OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Maes moved to approve Ordinance #1860.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1861 – AN ORDINANCE ABATING THE TAX HERETO LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2025 TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON $1,605,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS (WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM ALTERNATE REVENUE SOURCE), SERIES 2015 OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Maes moved to approve Ordinance #1861.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1862 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SCHEDULE “P” OF CHAPTER 24 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Mayor Eggemeyer advised Gilster Mary Lee President Tom Welge requested a handicapped parking space on W. Stacey Street.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to add a handicapped parking space on W. Stacey Street.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1863 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SCHEDULE “M” OF CHAPTER 24 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Berry moved to add one loading zone at the intersection of W. Stacey Street and High Street.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Dangerous and Unsafe Property – 211 E. Holmes:
City Attorney Jason Coffey presented a resolution citing the property at 211 E. Holmes as dangerous and unsafe.  The lien holders will receive a copy of the notice and have fifteen days to respond to the council with a plan of action for the property.  Alderman Maes moved to pass the resolution declaring 211 E. Holmes as dangerous and unsafe.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Wagner, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:17 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Wagner, Valleroy, Berry, Moore, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
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JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
