CHESTER, ILLINOIS

December 1, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, December 1, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Alex Moore


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Danny Valleroy


Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Absent:
Alderman Trenton Wagner
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Dudenbostel, Maes, Valleroy, Buckham, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Superintendent Reports

· Letter to Park & Recreation Committee from Tom & Debi Caraway

· Letter to the council from Stephanie Sabo

· Monthly Fire Department Report

· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated October 16, 2025

· Letter of Resignation from the Park & Recreation Board from Heather McCartney 

VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer reported the water distribution department will be replacing the existing water line on Lincoln Blvd.  Secondly, the sewer department needs a new control panel for a generator at the plant.  This item will be on the next agenda.  
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle license for the Mississippi Valley Art Guild and the Chester Eagles Aerie #3252.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Maes, Moore, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
City Attorney:

City Attorney Jason Coffey provided an update on the property at 641 State Street (Old Pageant House).  The city will be awarded the property and deed should be recorded in early 2026.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
Gas, Water & Sewer Committee (Chairman Valleroy):
Chairman Valleroy reported the Gas, Water and Sewer Committee will start holding meeting in January.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

In November, the Chester Police Department responded to 438 calls for service (4,695 calls year to date). 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
Tenant Farmer:
The council briefly discussed terminating the farm lease agreement with Richard Mueller.  Alderman Bert expressed concern with the crops interfering with the potential installation of a driving range.  Alderman Maes advised the city could terminate the lease with a 30-day notice.  Attorney Coffey advised the default rule on farm leases is to allow the lessee to harvest crops already planted.  Mayor Eggemeyer stated the farm lease should not interfere with the installation of the driving range.  Alderman Maes moved to approve Richard Mueller to plant a Spring 2026 crop.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Sewer Department – Plug Valve:
Alderman Maes moved to approve the bid from Red Dot Construction & Equipment Rentals, Inc. for $29,358.00 for material and labor to replace one 14” sewer plug valve.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1856 – ANNUAL TAX LEVY ORDINANCE:

City Attorney Jason Coffey presented the Annual Tax Levy Ordinance with total levied for all purposes, $1,138,191.71, as follows: Municipal Auditing Tax, $70,000.00; Liability and Workmen’s Compensation, $78,617.00; Social Security Contributions and Medicare Taxes, $156,173.00; Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, $44,200.00; General Corporate Fund, $287,285.71; EMA, $30,000.00; Band, $20,000.00; Park, $45,000.00; Fire Protection, $100,000.00; Library, $100,000.00; Police Pension, $206,916.00.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to pass the Annual Tax Levy Ordinance.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1857 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SCHEDULE “P” OF CHAPTER 24 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Alderman Berry moved to add one handicapped parking space directly in front of 1220 Swanwick Street.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Buckham, Berry.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
Fall Festival – Fireworks:
Alderman Bert moved to approve Falling Skies Pyrotechnics for the 2026 fall festival firework display not to exceed $10,000.00.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
Library Board:
Alderman Maes moved to approve Marla Rockwell as member of the Library Board.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
Library:
Alderman Maes moved to approve Aiden Davis as part-time employee at the library.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:17 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Moore, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Wagner.  Motion carried.
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JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
