CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 3, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 3, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Trenton Wagner


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Danny Valleroy


Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Absent:
Alderman Alex Moore

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Dudenbostel, Maes, Valleroy, Buckham, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Alderman Moore.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Monthly Superintendent Reports

VI. REPORTS
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

In October, the Chester Police Department responded to 438 calls for service (4,257 calls year to date).  Secondly, the dispatch remodel is approximately 70% complete.  
Fire Department (Chief Bert):

The fire department responded to seven calls for service in October.  In October, the department conducted a fire safety program for 380 children.  Lastly, Jace Wilderman has resigned from the fire department.  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
Library – Nayax:
Librarian Kira Browning advised the library board approved the purchase of a printing, faxing and scanning station from Nayax with funds from a technology grant.  The printing station will cost $8.95/month and Nayax will issue a check directly to the library each month for the profits made from the station.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the Nayax Service Agreement for the Chester Public Library.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Deputy City Clerk:
City Clerk Berner recommended the appointment of Melissa Cushman as Deputy City Clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel’s motion was seconded by Alderman Wagner.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
Police Pension Levy:

City Clerk Berner presented the recommendation from city auditors to levy $206,916.00 for the Police Pension Fund.  Alderman Dudenbostel’s motion was seconded by Alderman Maes.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1852 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, AND THE CHESTER COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 139 RELATING TO THE COHEN COMPLEX:
Alderman Bert moved to pass the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Chester Community School District for the use of the Cohen Complex.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Buckham, Berry.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1853 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH SPINACH CAN COLLECTABLES REGARDING NARROW CLASSIC PENNY PRESS MACHINE:
Alderman Valleroy moved to approve authorize the mayor to sign the agreement between Spinach Can Collectables and the Chester Beautification/Tourism Commission for a penny press machine.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1854 – AN ORDINANCE DENYING REQUEST FOR VARIANCE:
Alderman Bert moved to deny the request for a variance at 312 Lakeview Drive as recommended by the Zoning of Appeal Board.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
Firefighters:
After recommendation from Chief Bert, Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve Brandon Cole, Rhett Holley, Eric Armstrong, Zach Eggemeyer and Heath Kirby as part-time firefighters.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:18 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Dudenbostel, Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Wagner, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Moore.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
