CHESTER, ILLINOIS

November 17, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, November 17, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street, Chester IL 62233.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Alex Moore



Alderman Danny Valleroy
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert



Alderman Trenton Wagner

Absent:
Alderman James Maes

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Buckham, Wagner, Moore, Berry, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Letter of Resignation from Library Board Member Evelyn Schuwerk 
· 2026 Chester Chamber of Commerce meeting dates
· October Tax Revenue report provided by City Clerk Berner

VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer reported there is a meeting scheduled with IDOT and Senator Bryant on December 3rd to discuss the Welcome Center parking lot.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Wagner, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Gas, Water, & Sewer Committee (Chairman Valleroy):
Alderman Valleroy presented a sewer bill ($90.71) of Melina Welton, 640 Chestnut Apt. 6, for adjustment due to a water leak that did not infiltrate the sewer system.  Alderman Valleroy’s motion was seconded by Alderman Berry.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Wagner, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Mayor Eggemeyer requests the Gas, Water & Sewer Committee start holding meetings to prioritize upcoming projects.  

Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Bert):
Alderman Bert announced the home decorating contest applicants need to register with the recreation director by November 24th.  Each winner will receive $100.00.  

Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):

Alderman Berry advised the Streets and Alleys Committee will start holding monthly meetings.  
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE #1855 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 24 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, DESIGNATING CERTAIN STREET AS REDUCED SPEED LIMIT AREAS:
Alderman Berry moved to pass the Ordinance reducing the speed limit on Old Plank Road for the new early childhood facility.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Wagner, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Tenant Farmer – Richard Mueller:
Alderman Wagner moved to table this item.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Wagner, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Adult Worker:
Recreation Director Patti Carter recommended the council hire Heather McCartney as an adult worker for the parks department.  After a brief discussion, Alderman Bert moved to approve the employment of Heather McCartney as an adult worker after the city receives her letter of resignation from the Park & Recreation Board.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Wagner, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Employee Christmas Party:

Alderman Valleroy moved to approve a Christmas party this year for city employees to be held on Friday, December 12th, at the VFW.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Wagner, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Holiday Compensation:  

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to purchase a $100 holiday gift card from Rozier’s Country Market (city to pay $75.00 per card) and give each employee a $200 lump sum compensation for Christmas.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Wagner, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Tax Levy:
Attorney Coffey presented the proposed amount of $1,138,191.71 to be levied in 2025 payable in 2026.  A truth in taxation hearing is not required.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the levy amount and authorize the city clerk to prepare the Tax Levy Ordinance.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Wagner, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
Risk Management Insurance Coverage:
Alderman Berry moved to approve the proposal from Counties of Illinois Risk Management Agency and Illinois Public Risk Fund for the city’s risk management insurance coverage.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Wagner, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
City Hall – Furnace:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to ratify the action of the council in the purchase of a new furnace for city hall.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Wagner, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:17 p.m., Alderman Dudenbostel moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Berry, Valleroy, Moore, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Maes.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
