CHESTER, ILLINOIS

October 20, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, October 20, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Alex Moore



Alderman Danny Valleroy
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert


Absent:
Alderman James Maes
Alderman Trenton Wagner
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Buckham, Moore, Berry, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Wagner, Maes.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated September 18, 2025
· Park and Recreation Committee meeting minutes dated September 9, 2025
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer reported the annual Fall Festival drew a large crowds despite the storms on Saturday.  Secondly, Mayor Eggemeyer congratulated Deputy City Clerk Carolyn Rucker on her upcoming retirement.   
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Wagner, Maes.  Motion carried.
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve Invoice #22128 payable to J.T. Blankinship, Inc. for engineering on Kipp Drive for $7,849.00.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Wagner, Maes.  Motion carried.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
Gas Department – Odorizer:
Alderman Valleroy moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the purchase of a new odorizer with removal of the existing odorizer from Utility Safety and Design Inc. for $92,750.00.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Wagner, Maes.  Motion carried.
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Natural Gas Futures:
Alderman Valleroy moved to ratify the action of the council in the purchase of gas futures for December, January, February and March.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Wagner, Maes.  Motion carried.
Penny Press Machine:
Beautification/Tourism Commission President Brenda Owen advised the commission purchased the first penny press machine for $3,332.44 in 2021.   The penny press machine’s income is $6,326.70.  The commission would like to add an additional penny press machine at Spinach Can.  The commission will continue to collect the quarters from each machine.  Alderman Moore moved to approve the purchase of a new penny press machine from Penny Press Machines for $4,790.00 and authorize the city attorney to draft an agreement with Spinach Can.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Moore, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Wagner, Maes.  Motion carried.
Fairground Place:
The Beautification/Tourism Commission is looking into adding a privacy fence to the right of the new mural.  The commission would like to mount informational signage regarding the history of the fairgrounds.  After an inquiry from Commission President Owen, Mayor Eggemeyer stated the city employees will be able to install the privacy fence.  
Walking Trails:

The Beautification/Tourism Commission is working on four walking trails through town.  The Commission would like to create a “You Tube” account to create narrations that could be listened to as an individual walks the trails.  Mayor Eggemeyer advised this would need to be added to an upcoming agenda.  

Cemetery Signage:  

The Commission would like to purchase commemorative signage to place in Evergreen Cemetery marking the graves of Elzie Segar, Dora Paskel and Wm. Schuchert.  

Welcome Center Data:
Beautification/Tourism President Brenda Owen created a spreadsheet of individuals who signed the guest book at the Welcome Center.  From January of 2025 until June of 2025, there have been 1,751 visitors from 44 states and 18 countries sign the guest book at the Welcome Center.  Lastly, Commission President Owen advised the commission will be asking for additional revenue from the city in the future to complete various projects.  
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:23 p.m., Alderman Dudenbostel moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Bert, Berry, Valleroy, Maes, Moore, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
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