CHESTER, ILLINOIS

September 2, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Tuesday, September 2, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Trenton Wagner


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Alex Moore


Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert
Absent:
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
Alderman Danny Valleroy
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Buckham, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Aldermen Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated July 17, 2025
· Monroe-Randolph Enterprise Zone Meeting minutes dated August 5, 2025
VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer advised all city superintendents will start attending the first council meeting of each month.
City Treasurer Dan Colvis entered the meeting at 6:03 p.m.

City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for raffle license for SWARM Softball Inc. and the Rebecca Young Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Alderman Bert moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Buckham, Berry, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Chairman Wagner presented Invoice #22104 payable to J.T. Blankinship, Inc. for engineering on Kipp Drive for $11,813.17.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Chairman Wagner presented Pay Estimate #2 payable to Red Dot Construction & Equipment Rentals for $112,604.85.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Berry, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Bert):

Chairman Bert announced there will be a movie night in Cole Memorial Park on September 6th at 7 p.m.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

The Chester Police Department responded to 435 calls for service in August (3,384 year to date).
Fire Department (Chief Bert):

The fire department responded to twelve calls for service in August (85 year to date).  The department will be conducting a fire safety program for each school in October.  Lastly, the department has been finishing up installing equipment on the new brush truck.  The new truck should be in service soon.  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
Chamber of Commerce representative Dan Colvis requested a better working relationship between the city and chamber.  Mayor Eggemeyer stated that he would like to have the Chamber involved in the new Marketing and Revitalization Committee.   
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Employee Insurance:
Council members were informed by the city clerk that Aetna proposed a 3.4% increase for renewal of employee health insurance – Employee, $417.49/month; Employee plus spouse, $827.54/month; Employee plus child(ren), $778.38/month; and Family, $1,274.61/month.  Mutual of Omaha will match our current rates for dental ($32.00/month for twelve months) and vision ($6.31/month for 36 months) coverage.  Lastly, Mutual of Omaha has agreed to lock in life insurance rates for employees for 36 months at a slight premium decrease.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the employee insurance recommendation presented by the city clerk.    Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1847 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AMENDING SECTION 28-1-3(B) OF CHAPTER 28:
Alderman Bert moved to approve the Ordinance adding honorary membership for any individual who has served on the Park and Recreation Board for a period of twenty consecutive years or more.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Aldermen Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1848 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 24 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, DESIGNATING CERTAIN STREET AS REDUCED SPEED LIMIT AREAS:
City Engineer Harold Sheffer presented the proposed Ordinance reducing the speed limit on Water Street from the most southeasterly point of the municipal corporate limits adjacent to the Illinois State Route 3 intersection of the intersection of Water Street and Park Boulevard shall be 40 miles per hour.  This is an IDOT requirement for the FAU resurfacing project on Water Street.  Alderman Berry’s motion was seconded by Alderman Moore.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1849 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AMENDING SECTION 11-1-7 OF ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER 11:

Mayor Eggemeyer presented the Ordinance to expand hiring boundaries from within city limits to any resident living within a 62233-zip code.  Alderman Buckham asked to table this item until the whole board is present.  Alderman Buckham stated the council voted down a similar amendment a month ago and he felt this was another way to get around the opposition allowing hiring outside of the corporate limits.  Alderman Wagner advised this is not a way to get around the opposition and this amendment is a completely different geographic area than the proposed school district.  Alderman Maes stated the city has not had an issue finding qualified candidates for the open positions.  Alderman Wagner expressed his concerns with finding qualified candidates.  Mayor Eggemeyer stated the item is on the agenda and he felt the council should act on this item.  Alderman Wagner moved to pass the proposed Ordinance amending the residency requirements for employees.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Bert, Wagner.  Nays: Aldermen Maes, Moore, Buckham.  Absent: Aldermen Valleroy, Dudenbostel.  Mayor Eggemeyer voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
No Parking Revisions on Oak Street:

Mayor Eggemeyer advised he has received some complaints about the designated “No Parking” on Oak Street.  Several residents have voiced concerns about safely pulling out of their driveways.  After a brief discussion, Mayor Eggemeyer asked City Attorney Coffey to draft a new Ordinance adding 95 feet on the south side of Oak Street as a designated parking area.  This item will be placed on the next agenda.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:31 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Wagner, Buckham.  Nays: None.  Absent: Alderman Valleroy, Dudenbostel.  Motion carried.
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