CHESTER, ILLINOIS

July 7, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, July 7, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Trenton Wagner


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Alex Moore

Alderman Danny Valleroy
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Nick Bert
Absent:
None
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Berry, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· June Tax Revenue report provided by City Clerk Berner
· Chester Area Christian Food Pantry newsletter dated June 11, 2025
· June Park and Recreation meeting minutes
· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated May 15, 2025

VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer advised that he attended the annual 4th of July event on Kaskaskia Island.
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented applications for raffle license for the Knights of Columbus Council 3790 (4 applications) and Mississippi Valley Art Guild.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to issue the raffle licenses and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Berry, Valleroy, Bert.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Maes, Bert, Wagner, Valleroy, Berry, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Park & Recreation Committee (Chairman Bert):

Chairman Bert stated the Summer Splash event will be held on July 19th from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Police Department (Chief Helmers):

Chief Helmers advised the Chester Police Department responded to 441 calls for service in June (2,466 for the year).  Secondly, the department received the two new squad cars.  
Fire Department (Chief Bert):

Chief Bert reported the Chester Fire Department responded to 12 calls for service in June (63 for the year).  Secondly, the department is working on equipping the new brush truck.  Lastly, the department has applied for a $25,000 FEMA grant to purchase additional equipment.  
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Monroe Randolph Transit District – Go Local Program:
The “Go Local” program provides citizens with half-price ($3.00) fares for trips within Chester’s city limits.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the annual contribution of $4,614.00 for the “Go Local” program provided by MRTD.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
2025 Motor Fuel Tax – Material Bids:

City Engineer Harold Sheffer advised the formal bidding process for materials allows the city to spend more than $25,000.00 during one calendar year.  Alderman Maes moved to award the following bids: Lead Belt Materials – Bituminous Patch Mix/Cold BAM.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Bert, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Welcome Center Parking Lot:
Alderman Berry moved to approve the engineering agreement with Holcomb Foundation Engineering Company for soil boring at the proposed new parking lot at the Welcome Center for $12,407.00.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE 1839 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 24 OF THE REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS, DESIGNATING CERTAIN AREAS AS A NO PARKING ZONE:
Alderman Wagner moved to designate fifty feet on West Holmes Street as a “No Parking Zone”.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE 1840 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AMENDING SECTIONS 1-2-164, 1-2-165, 1-2-166 AND 1-2-167 AND ABOLISHING THE POSITION OF CEMETER CLERK:
Alderman Maes moved to abolish the position of Cemetery Clerk.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Alderman Wagner abstained.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE 1841 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AMENDING SECTION 11-1-23 OF ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER 11:

Alderman Maes moved to pass an Ordinance setting a daily meal expense per diem allowance of $50.00 per day.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE 1842 – AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING A MUNICIPAL GROCERY RETAILERS’ OCCUPATION TAX AND A MUNICIPAL GROCERY SERVICE OCCUPATION TAX FOR THE CITY OF CHESTER:
After explanation from City Attorney Coffey, Alderman Maes moved to pass the Ordinance imposing the 1% Grocery Retailers’ Occupation Tax.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Randolph County Progress Committee:
After a brief discussion, Alderman Maes moved to approve the quarterly contribution of $2,437.50 to the Randolph County Progress Committee.  Alderman Wagner seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Bert, Wagner, Maes, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Alderman Valleroy abstained.  Motion carried.
Bid Opening for City Property:
Mayor Eggemeyer opened a bid for city owned real estate located on Bridge Bypass Road (PIN: 18-14-011-00).  Jeff Wolk bid $50,005.00 for the property.  Alderman Wagner moved to table the sale of the property.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Police Department – Dispatch Upgrade:
Chief Helmers presented a quote from Xybix Systems, Inc. for replacement dispatch equipment for the police department.  The current radio system is twenty-five years old and unable to be repaired.  The new dispatch system will have an upgraded computer system with touch screens.  Alderman Maes moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the bid from Xybix Systems, Inc. for $29,067.22.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Gas Department – Locator: 

Alderman Berry moved to approve a new locator for the gas department not to exceed $13,816.00.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Bert, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Marketing and Revitalization Committee:
Mayor Eggemeyer expressed his interest in developing a Marketing and Revitalization Committee.  Mayor Eggemeyer would like to develop a revolving loan fund to assist with business store front renovations.  The new committee will work directly with the Randolph County Progress Committee, the Monroe-Randolph County Enterprise Zone and SI NOW.  After an inquiry from Alderman Valleroy, Mayor Eggemeyer suggested renaming the Ordinance and Public Property Committee to include the new committee.  Attorney Coffey and Mayor Eggemeyer have been working together to draft the Ordinance for the establishment of the new committee.  Mayor Eggemeyer advised this Ordinance will be on the next agenda.  
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:44 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Bert, Moore, Berry, Valleroy, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
