CHESTER, ILLINOIS

May 19, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER


The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, May 19, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Eggemeyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:
Alderman Bob Buckham
Alderman Trenton Wagner


Alderman James Maes
Alderman Danny Valleroy

Alderman Don Berry
Alderman Randy Dudenbostel

Alderman Nick Bert
Alderman Alex Moore
Absent:
None

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Berry, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
V. CORRESPONDENCE
· Beautification/Tourism Commission minutes dated April 17, 2025
· Chester Chamber of Commerce luncheon on May 20th at the Chester Eagles
· Cemetery and Finance Committee meeting minutes

VI. REPORTS
Mayor:

Mayor Eggemeyer briefly discussed several ongoing water projects.  Secondly, Mayor Eggemeyer stated there is a boil water order in effect for Allendale (from West Holmes to West German), West Holmes (from Swanwick to Allendale), Riechman Street, Maple Lane and Jefferson.  
City Clerk:

The city clerk presented an application for the American Legion Post 487 and two applications for the Chester Community Golf Club.  Alderman Maes moved to issue the raffle license and waive the fidelity bond required of the raffle managers.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Berry, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
City Clerk Berner presented a business incentive application for a building permit waiver from Chester Community School District 139 and St. John Lutheran Church and School.  Alderman Dudenbostel moved to approve the building permit waivers.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Berry, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
City Clerk Berner presented an excavation permit application from St. John Lutheran Church and School.  Alderman Wagner moved to issue the excavation permit.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Wagner, Maes, Moore, Berry, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Bert, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 
City Engineer:
City Engineer Harold Sheffer advised that IDOT is releasing $400 million for local transportation projects.  The following projects will be submitted to IDOT for consideration:

· Sidewalk Installations to Chester Center and Wal-Mart
· Sidewalks Replacements on Swanwick Street and State Street

· Riverview Blvd. Roadway Improvements

· Roadway Replacement from Ardent Mills to Route 3 South
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Wagner):

The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Chairman Wagner moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Bert, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):

Chairman Berry advised the city will be applying for an IDOT Safe Routes to Schools grant.  In the 2024 grant application, the city of Chester missed funding by one point.    
VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS
Fire Chief (Marty Bert):

Chief Bert reported the fire department responded to fifteen calls for service in April.  Secondly, Chief Bert advised the department will be attending several upcoming training events.    
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
Paula Arbuthnot requested GIS mapping of all city utilities around the St. John Lutheran Church and School.  Secondly, Mrs. Arbuthnot expressed her sincere appreciation to the water department for assisting with the water main break.  Mayor Eggemeyer asked Superintendent Clark to provide the requested information to St. John.    
X. OLD BUSINESS
XI. NEW BUSINESS

Prevention Week:

Alderman Dudenbostel moved to declare the week of May 19, 2025, as Prevention Week.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Park and Recreation Board:
Alderman Bert moved to appoint Josh Chambers to the Park and Recreation Board.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Cemetery—Mower:

Alderman Maes moved to ratify the action of the city council and approve the purchase of a mower from Coleman Lawn Equipment for $12,912.70.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
City Wide Clean Up:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to set the City Wide Clean Up for June 9th, 10th, 12th and 13th.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
800 Opdyke:
Alderman Maes moved to approve the agreement commencing June 1, 2025, and ending May 31, 2026, to allow Douglas McDonald to reside in the residence at 800 Opdyke Street.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Welcome Center – Parking Lot:
Alderman Maes moved to approve the engineering agreement with J.T. Blankinship, Inc. for improvements to the Welcome Center parking lot.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Easement – St. John Lutheran School:

Attorney Coffey presented an easement for 5 feet adjacent to the southeast line of the alley 

and running the distance of said alley to its intersection with West Holmes Street on the most 

southwesterly point, and its intersection with West German Street on the most northeasterly point.  St. John Lutheran Church and School requested the easement for storm sewer purposes.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the easement.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1835 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, REGULATING TRAFFIC ON ALLEY WITHIN THE CITY OF CHESTER:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to adopt an Ordinance allowing temporary closure of an alley intersecting the southernmost corner of Lot 13 in Block 30 of Swanwick’s Addition from August 1 to June 1 every school year from 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. to allow children to cross the alley to a playground.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Water Line Replacements:
Superintendent Joe Clark advised the IEPA is mandating the city to replace several undersized water lines.  Superintendent Clark presented four quotes for materials needed to replace the undersized mains by city employees.  Alderman Maes moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the bids provided for a total of $63,265.68.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Gas Department – Bobcat Excavator:
Alderman Valleroy moved to waive formal competitive bidding and approve the purchase of a Bobcat Excavator from Bobcat Company for $93,067.04.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Gas Meters:
Alderman Berry moved to approve the purchase of 80 gas meters from Groebner for $12,788.80.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Mayoral Appointments:
Mayor Eggemeyer recommended that the following department head appointments be approved for Fiscal Year 2026:

Tim Crow

Water Plant Superintendent

Marty Reynolds
Sewer Plant Superintendent


Heath Menefee
Sewer Distribution Superintendent


Joe Clark

Water Distribution Superintendent


Mark Allwardt

Gas Superintendent


Steve Renner

Maintenance Superintendent


Billy Berkbuegler
Cemetery Sexton


Randy Wofford
Cemetery Clerk


Robert Helmers
Chief of Police


Marty Bert

Fire Chief


Jerre Atchison

Assistant Fire Chief


Jared Meyer

EMA Coordinator


Charlie Bargman II
Assistant EMA Coordinator


Patti Carter

Recreation Director


Tom Stewart

Animal Control Officer


Jay Allison

Park Superintendent – Cole 


Billy Belton

Park Superintendent – Cohen
Mayor Eggemeyer requested to table the appointment of Code Enforcement Officer and Zoning Administrator.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the mayor’s recommendations. Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1836—AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL ESTATE:

Alderman Maes moved to authorize the sale of real estate located on the Bridge Bypass Road and set a minimum reserve bid of $50,000.00.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Surplus Property:
Alderman Maes moved to publish a notice of sale of surplus city property.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Executive Session:

At 6:29 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to enter into Executive Session under the Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) under exception (1) the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
The council returned from Executive Session at 7:30 p.m.  No action was taken in Executive Session.  

Mayoral Appointments:

After Mayor Eggemeyer’s recommendation, Alderman Dudenbostel moved to appoint Lorin Mott as Code Enforcement Officer and Zoning Administrator.  Alderman Moore seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Valleroy, Maes, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: Aldermen Wagner, Bert.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #1837 – AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF VARIOUS APPOINTED MUNICIPAL OFFICERS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER:
Mayor Eggemeyer presented the proposed salary increases for the appointed positions.  Alderman Wagner moved to approve salaries as set forth in the FY2026 list received as follows: Sewer Superintendent, $69,159.00 – Water Plant Superintendent, $69,159.00 – Maintenance Superintendent, $63,839.00 – Water Distribution Superintendent, $66,950.00 – Gas Superintendent, $66,950.00 – Cemetery Sexton, $57,500.00 – Cemetery Clerk, $3,034.00 – Chief of Police, $90,839.00 – Sewer Distribution Superintendent, $62,500.00 – EMA Director, $5,000.00 – Assistant EMA Director, $1,200.00 – Fire Chief, $4,800.00 – Assistant Fire Chief, $3,300.00 – Recreation Director, $45,220.00 – Animal Control Officer, $10,000.00 – Code Enforcement, $10,000.00 – Park Superintendent – Cole Park, $61,800.00 – Park Superintendent – Cohen Complex, $63,839.00 – Zoning Administrator, $10,000.00 – Project Manager, $55,000.00.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Salaries – City Employees:
Alderman Maes moved to approve salaries as set forth in the FY2026 list received by council members as follows: Dani Valleroy, $53,200.00 – Aaron Gibbs, $45,220.00 – Matthew McDonough, $40,000.00 – Todd Yankey, $50,375.00 – Scott Maes, $50,375.00 – Charlie Bargman, $51,081.00 – Dean Renner, $62,659.00 – Doug McDonald, $53,200.00 – Bill Brown, $51,955.00 – Brandon Belton, $45,220.00 – Carolyn Rucker, $53,200.00 – Jason Lochhead, $43,775.00 – Kendra Helmers, $42,500.00 – Tom Stewart, $45,220.00 – Randy Wofford, $57,763.00 – Melissa Cushman, $45,220.00 – Kyle Mifflin, $45,220.00.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Adult Workers:
Alderman Maes moved to approve a salary increase of .50 per hour ($17.00/hour) for the adult workers.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
Ordinance – Abolishing the position Project Manager:
Alderman Dudenbostel moved to table this item.  Alderman Maes seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
XII. ADJOURNMENT

At 7:37 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Bert, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.






_______________________________________






JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR

________________________________________

BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK
