CHESTER, ILLINOIS
May 5, 2025

I. CALL TO ORDER	

The City Council of Chester, Illinois, met in regular session on Monday, May 5, 2025, in the Municipal Building, 1330 Swanwick Street.  Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:	Alderman Bob Buckham	Alderman Robert Platt	
	Alderman James Maes	Alderman Danny Valleroy
	Alderman Don Berry	Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
	Alderman Tim Lochhead	Alderman Alex Moore
		
Absent:	None	

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. READING OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Alderman Maes moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve them as prepared by the city clerk.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Platt, Maes, Moore, Berry, Dudenbostel, Buckham, Lochhead, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent:  None.  Motion carried. 

V. CORRESPONDENCE

· Tax Revenue for April 2025 provided by City Clerk Berner
· City Council Phone Directory
· Cemetery and Finance Committee meeting minutes

VI. REPORTS

Mayor:

Mayor Page wished the best of luck to newly elected Mayor Joe Eggemeyer.  

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery & Finance Committee (Chairman Platt):

[bookmark: _Hlk98843677]The Cemetery and Finance Committee met this evening at 5:00 p.m. to review city bills, and found them to be in order for payment.  Alderman Platt moved to approve payment of bills, subject to audit.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Lochhead, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Chairman Platt moved to approve the April report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Lochhead, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Chairman Platt moved to approve the annual report of the Evergreen Cemetery Clerk as presented.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Lochhead, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Chairman Platt presented Invoice #22057 payable to J.T. Blankinship, Inc. for the Brenda Street Interconnect Project $6,032.50.  Alderman Berry seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Lochhead, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk197667708]Chairman Platt presented Invoice #22060 payable to J.T. Blankinship, Inc. for engineering for the Water Treatment Plant Replacement of Lime Feed System for $9,310.00.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Lochhead, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Streets & Alleys Committee (Chairman Berry):

Chairman Berry advised that he and city engineers will be attending an upcoming IDOT conference on the Safe Routes to Schools Grant.   

VIII. DEPARTMENT HEADS

Fire Chief (Marty Bert):

Chief Bert reported the fire department responded to fifteen calls for service in April.  Secondly, Chief Bert advised the department will be attending several upcoming training events.    

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT

X. OLD BUSINESS

ORDINANCE #1833 – AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF HIGH STREET IN SWANWICK’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF CHESTER, ILLINOIS:
Attorney Coffey stated this Ordinance will vacate a portion of High School to St. John’s Lutheran School for the development of a new school.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the vacating a portion of High Street.  Alderman Lochhead seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Lochhead, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Intergovernmental Agreement:
	
Alderman Maes moved to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Chester Chamber of Commerce for the purchase and use of a new digital “Welcome to Chester” sign.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.    UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Lochhead, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #1834 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS, ESTABLISHING A FEE FOR PERSONAL DISPLAY ON DIGITAL SIGN:

Alderman Maes moved to establish a ten-dollar fee for any personal display on the new digital sign.  Alderman Valleroy seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Lochhead, Valleroy, Maes, Platt, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

XI. PRESENTATION OF PLAQUES

Alderman Randy Dudenbostel recognized Alderman Lochhead, Alderman Platt and Mayor Page for their years of service to the city and presented a plaque of appreciation.

XII. OATH OF OFFICE FOR NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIAL

XIII. The following officials were sworn into office: Joe L. Eggemeyer –Mayor, Trenton Wagner – Alderman Ward 3, Nick Bert – Alderman Ward 1.

XIV. ROLL CALL

Present:	Alderman Randy Dudenbostel		Alderman Nick Bert
		Alderman James Maes			Alderman Robert Buckham
		Alderman Trenton Wagner			Alderman Don Berry
		Alderman Alex Moore			Alderman Danny Valleroy

XV. NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk101427977]	
Mayoral Appointments

Mayor Eggemeyer recommended that the following committee appointments be approved for Fiscal Year 2026:
 
	Cemetery & Finance Committee:
	Alderman Trenton Wagner, Chairman
	Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
	Alderman Don Berry

	Gas, Water & Sewer Committee:
	Alderman Danny Valleroy, Chairman
	Alderman Nick Bert
	Alderman Trenton Wagner

	Ordinance & Public Property Committee:
	Alderman James D. Maes, Chairman
	Alderman Alex Moore
	Alderman Bob Buckham

	Park & Recreation Committee:
	Alderman Nick Bert, Chairman
	Alderman Don Berry
	Alderman Danny Valleroy

	Streets & Alleys Committee:
	Alderman Don Berry, Chairman
	Alderman Nick Bert
	Alderman Alex Moore

	Fire Department & Public Safety Committee:
	Alderman Bob Buckham, Chairman
	Alderman Randy Dudenbostel
	Alderman Danny Valleroy

	Personnel & Insurance Committee:
	Alderman Randy Dudenbostel. Chairman
	Alderman James D. Maes
	Alderman Trenton Wagner

	Economic Development, Chamber & Beautification Committee:
	Alderman Alex Moore, Chairman
	Alderman James D. Maes
	Alderman Bob Buckham

	City Attorney: 
Attorney Jason Coffey

	City Engineer: 
J.T. Blankinship, Inc.

Park & Recreation Board (two-year term):
Dean Meredith
John Reith
Amy Hess
Cindy Welton

Library Board (three-year term):
Danielle Powell
Carolyn Schwent
Bob Owen
Chester Police & Fire Commission (three-year term):
Rick Harrington

Police Pension Board of Trustees (two-year term):
Caleb Golding

Zoning Appeals Board (five-year term):
Darrell Crum

Beautification/Tourism Commission (two-year term):
Linda Schafer
Wendy Lochhead
Bob Lockhart
JoAnn Simmons
Megan Berkbuegler
Chelsie Halterman
	
Mayor Eggemeyer requested to table the appointment of the department heads until the next city council meeting.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the Fiscal Year 2026 Mayoral Appointments.  Alderman Dudenbostel seconded the motion.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Moore, Bert, Valleroy, Maes, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Memorandum of Understanding – Randolph County Health Department:

[bookmark: _Hlk166046013]Mayor Eggemeyer presented a memorandum of understanding between the city of Chester and the Randolph County Health Department to provide employees and their immediate families with prophylaxis or vaccinations in the event of a public health emergency.  Alderman Valleroy’s motion was seconded by Alderman Dudenbostel.  UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Bert, Valleroy, Moore, Maes, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Wagner.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.

Water Department – Menard Pump House:

Mayor Eggemeyer presented a quote from Red Dot Construction and Equipment Rentals, Inc. for labor and materials to install two concrete pump base pads in the Menard Pump House for $23,066.00.  Mayor Eggemeyer noted Superintendent Crow will replace the backflush valves in the pump house.  Alderman Maes moved to approve the renovations to the Menard Pump House for $23,066.00.  Alderman Buckham seconded the motion.   UPON ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Aldermen Berry, Valleroy, Maes, Moore, Bert, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Wagner.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.
	
XVI. ADJOURNMENT

At 6:22 p.m., Alderman Maes moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Bert seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Ayes:  Aldermen Maes, Berry, Moore, Bert, Wagner, Buckham, Dudenbostel, Valleroy.  Nays: None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried.


					_______________________________________
					JOE EGGEMEYER, MAYOR


________________________________________
BETHANY BERNER, CITY CLERK


